Introduction

19
Evidence from the US suggests that most lesbians (in Western contexts) remain women and lesbians, are childless by default, rather than through choice (Park, 2002) .
31
Furthermore, a focus on marriage was evident in early voluntary childlessness research and 32 definitions often reflected an assumption that single women and same-sex couples cannot and
33
do not make reproductive choices; they are 'socially infertile' (Houseknecht, 1987) . This childlessness research, and discussion of any differences between heterosexual and non-48 heterosexual experiences (Blackstone, 2014 
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Method
149
Experiences of childfree lesbians 7
The data for this analysis were drawn from a wider qualitative study of the 150 experiences of childfree women living in the UK (see Authors, 2017 concern with the ways families are created, made, and remade through everyday practices of 184 sharing resources, care and intimacy (Gabb & Fink, 2015) .
185
Participants and Recruitment
186
Participants were recruited in various ways, including posting calls for participants on 187 childfree online forums, and advertising the study on online and local LGBT groups, in the 188 comments section of a newspaper article on childfree women, and via social media (e.g. all" (Rosa Marvin).
257
All of the women could be classified as 'early articulators,' as making a decision early 258 in life to remain childfree. However, this was often framed as something that was not chosen 259 or decided, but simply articulated, they were essentially or innately childfree, they did not 260 have any maternal or parental desire (Mezey, 2008) . In our wider study, the theme of freedom
261
(from parental responsibilities) was predominant, but for Rosa Marvin, a sense of freedom 262 was equated with making an active choice not to parent: "it didn't feel so much an active 
277
How is it possible to make sense of this emphasis on liking children, and the fact that higher status than childfree women in the wider society, the costs of being a mother are great
292
-responsibility for childcare, selflessness, being blamed when things go wrong, being 293 subservient, restricted, and having to bask in others' achievements rather than your own.
294
Relatedly, and in contradiction to their self-presentation as essentially childfree, the 295 women discussed biographical and psychological justifications for their lack of parental 296 desire, related to their own experiences of being poorly parented. This included having families" (Rosa Marvin).
308
To summarise, for these women their childfreedom was framed both as something 
Being Childfree Is (Or Was) Different For Lesbians
313
This theme captures the way in which the women framed being childfree as in many 314 ways inextricably linked to being lesbian, and as both in some ways easier and in others more 315 difficult for lesbians, while at the same time also acknowledging that the context for being a 316 childfree lesbian was changing. These changes included the greater recognition and visibility 317 of same-sex marriage and lesbian parenting in the larger socio-cultural context, which could 318 lead to the unwelcome imposition of heteronormative expectations such as that being in a 319 relationship would inevitably point to desire to have children.
320
All of the women viewed being childfree as to a greater or lesser extent different for 321 lesbians than for heterosexual women. As noted in relation to the previous theme, some of the
322
Experiences of childfree lesbians 14 women spoke about the fact that they associated being lesbian with childlessness when 323 younger: "I came out at such an early age, it was a time when it wasn't considered even an 324 option that people were even aware that you could go and make a baby" (Debbie). And, for 325 some, this association remained: "it intersects I think in the nature of the community" (Jane).
326
The women reflected on the fact that even they conform to wider assumptions that that's it then, Rosa's not going to have any children'" (see also Gillespie, 1999) .
349
There was also an acknowledgement that things had changed (or were changing) in 350 lesbian communities, that having children was "the next fashionable thing to do" (Jane).
351
Debbie also reflected on the changes in lesbian communities: without children living at home) (Gabb & Fink, 2015) . For this reason, we asked the women 418 in the wider study about pet ownership and most were reluctant to subscribe to the notion that 419 pets are child substitutes in anything other than a 'humorous' way: "I'll talk to the cats and 420 I'll kind of do a cat voice back how strange is that? So, gosh are they being a substitute child, god knows, or am I just insane?" (Jane). For lesbian participants, making sense of their 422 relationship with pets had also been shaped by the "mad lesbian cat lady" (Debbie) "classic 423 lesbian stereotype" (Jane), and indeed the notion that lesbians have 'cats not kids.' Indeed, 424 three participants had one or more cats (one had a cat not out of choice -the cat was left by a 425 former partner), one co-owned a dog and one wanted a dog. Pets were seen as 'sort of' child 426 substitutes but our participants were as reluctant as the heterosexual women in the wider 427 study to fully embrace that concept: If they did not completely dismiss it, they engaged with 428 it in a humorous way as Jane did above. Rosa Marvin was very dismissive of the notion that 429 pets are child substitutes and contrasted her desire for a dog with her lack of desire for a 430 child; she wanted a dog precisely because it is a dog and not a child, and therefore not a child 431 substitute. In general, pets were seen as easier than children (financially, emotionally, 432 practically): "some responsibility but not nearly as much" (Jane).
433
Louise shared a dog, and was very clear it was not her dog, it was shared. We argue 
457
The women could also be drawn into relationships with children through their female such that it shapes even how people explain their 'decision' to remain childfree.
510
Being lesbian and childfree is in many ways different from being heterosexual and 511 childfree -childfreedom afforded the women the freedom to spend time and form 512 relationships with other lesbians (similarly to Bartlett, 1994) . Furthermore, from our 513 perspective as researchers, overall, the impression we developed of our lesbian participants is 514 that they were far less isolated in their childfreedom than the heterosexual woman in the 515 wider study (Authors, 2017 
559
Conclusions
560
LGBT family research has begun to examine queer reproductive decision making (e.g. 
